KENT POLICE DEPARTMENT

COMMUNITY EDUCATION E-NEWSLETTER

Here is your September 2026 edition of the Kent Police Department Community Education E-
Newsletter! This is our way to keep you informed of crime trends, crime stats, Kent PD events,
Kent PD programs, and more.

Inside this Edition
1. Kent PD Community Support Unit Programs and Information
2. Kent PD events and Information
3. Stay connected

Kent PD Community Support Unit Programs and Information

Texting 911

Text-to-911 is a service in King County that will help those who are deaf, hard of hearing,
speech impaired, and anyone who might be unsafe if they were to be heard by an intruder or
abusive partner. While texting to 911 is a vital tool that increases accessibility to emergency
services, the preferred method for those who can speak is to call.

If you do need to text 911 in an emergency:

e Open the text messaging program on your cell phone

e Create a new message

e Enter the numbers 911 in the "To" field

¢ Send the location of the emergency — including city — and the type of emergency help
needed — police, fire, or medical —in the first message

¢ Keep text messages brief and concise.

e Type complete words, no abbreviation

e Stay with your phone and be prepared to answer questions and follow instructions
from 911 call takers



There are limitations to text-to-911 including:

e The system can only receive text, no pictures, videos, or emojis.

e Texts to 911 are treated like all other texts, there is no priority.

e Texting can be slower than making a voice call.

e The system can only respond to texts in English.
Please help keep 911 available for those who need it. Do not send test texts. Text-to-911 is
not for anonymous tips.

For more information on calling/texting 911, visit https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/kcit/data-
information-services/911-program-office/how-to-call-911-using-modern-devices

Fall Home Security Checklist
As the days grow shorter and the holiday season approaches, take steps to enhance your home
security. Use this checklist to ensure your home is safe and secure:
Lighting & Visibility
o Upgrade Exterior Lighting:
o Install motion-sensor lights around entryways and driveways.
o Ensure all outdoor lights are functioning properly.
e Use Light Timers:
o Set timers for indoor lights to create the illusion of occupancy when you’re away.
e Clear Sightlines:
o Trim back any overgrown shrubs or trees near windows and doors.
Entry Point Security
e Audit Your Locks:
o Check that all exterior doors are fitted with high-quality deadbolts.
o Ensure strike plates are secured with long screws (3 inches).
¢ Window Security:
o Confirm all ground-floor windows lock properly.
o Consider adding secondary locking devices like window pins.
¢ Garage Door Maintenance:
o Keep the garage door closed and locked at all times.
o Ensure the door leading from the garage to your home is secure.
Holiday & Package Protection
e Secure Deliveries:
o Use secure delivery options like package lockers or workplace delivery.
o Request that packages be left out of sight from the street.
o Don’t Advertise Purchases:
o Break down large cardboard boxes before disposal to avoid signaling valuable
purchases.
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Community & Maintenance
e Maintain the Exterior:
o Keep your lawn mowed and remove leaves regularly to deter potential intruders.
e Communicate with Neighbors:
o Inform a trusted neighbor if you’ll be away and ask them to collect your mail and
newspapers

Coalition Corner

Kent Police Student Board

The Kent Police Student Board is looking for students’ grades 7-12 to be a part of this great
group that focuses on leadership development and student health and wellness! We meet 2-3
times per month on Wednesdays during the school year. It’s ok if students are involved in
sports and other activities. Most members are involved in other things and can make it work.
We plan a student conference for Kent middle and high schools, as well as other community
based projects. Through being a part of the board, students get to meet others from different
schools, network with city and community leaders and at the end, have something great to put
on a resume or college application! Here is a video link for our 2026 Game of Life Conference:
https://vimeo.com/1168296326/c13cffba7b. For more information, email sjudd @kentwa.gov.

Kent PD Events and Information
There are a lot of upcoming meetings and community events headed to Kent. Get these on your
calendar!

Kent Police Community Academy Registration is NOW open!

Registration is now open for our 2026 Fall Community Police Academy. Learn various
aspects of your Kent Police Department from use of force to patrol to K9 to investigations
and more. An application is required and sign-ups are first come first served - we anticipate
a large interest so get your application submitted as soon as you can! Registration closes
Friday September 18", Register here: https://www.kentwa.gov/departments/police-
department/community-education/community-police-academy-application

**For security reasons all applicants must pass a background check. Persons with a felony
conviction or recent misdemeanor conviction may not be eligible to participate.
Questions? Contact Stacy Judd at 253-856-5883 or sjudd@kentwa.gov
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Coffee with the Chief

We look forward to seeing you on Wednesday September 16" at Woods Coffee (15610 SE
272" St B101) from 8:00a.m. to 9:30 a.m. at Coffee With The Chief for some great coffee
and great conversation. If you have ever wanted to talk with Chief Padilla, Kent PD officers
and more, this your chance. It could be questions about the police department, crime trends
or even your favorite movie!

Questions? Contact sjudd@kentwa.gov
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WOODS COFFEE
1 SE 272ND ST. B101

Stay Connected
You can find out more information about these programs and events by visiting our website at
www.kentwa.gov/police and click on “Community Education” on the left tool bar.

We are also very active on social media so be sure to follow us:

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/kentpolicedepartment
Instagram @kentpolicewa
Twitter @kentpd

Community Education Contact
Stacy Judd sjudd@kentwa.gov 253-856-5883
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