
Here is your June 2026 edition of the Kent Police Department Community Education E-
Newsletter!  This is our way to keep you informed of crime trends, crime stats, Kent PD events, 
Kent PD programs, and more. As a reminder, you can expect our e-newsletter sent to your in-
box on the last Thursday of each month.   
  

Inside this Edition 

1. Kent PD Community Support Unit Programs and Information 
2. Kent PD events and Information 
3. Stay connected 

  
Kent PD Community Support Unit Programs and Information 
Celebrating this 4th of July?  
With the 4th of July coming up, this is a reminder that all personal fireworks are illegal in the 
City of Kent. Kent City Code 13.05 prohibits fireworks in our city and was adopted following a 
voter majority on Advisory Proposition 1 in 2015. In order for officers to enforce the fireworks 
law, officers have to see the individual using the fireworks. You can call the non-emergency line 
253-852-2121 to report fireworks. Please do not call 911 unless there is an immediate safety 
concern or injury.   

A great option is to join us for the 4th of July SPLASH! Round up your friends and family and 
celebrate Independence Day with our Kent community at Lake Meridian Park. Drop by from 5-
11 p.m. for live music, food, fun, and an fireworks display! 
Gates open at 3 p.m. Fireworks display is at 10 p.m. Parking lot is open for ADA patrons only; no 
drop-offs are allowed. FREE shuttle service will run to and from Lake Meridian Park from 3 p.m. 
to midnight. 
Parking locations for shuttle bus service: - Kent Fire Station #75, 15635 SE 272nd ST - Kentwood 
High School, 25800 164th SE 
Learn more about the event online at MyKentParks.com/SPLASH. We can't wait to celebrate 
the 4th with you and yours! 

  

 

http://mykentparks.com/SPLASH?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExT2pXd3VuejRZVlZSc0U2b3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR49ixoRLGOkOsA1oVpLgt_hbIir7DUTDYpUiH3jrIEb-IQdpzImELjCAg4UTQ_aem_z2_-A0z5KTco8se8p-Fz2Q


 
E-Legal – A Guide to Electronic Powered Personal Vehicles 
We have been getting a lot of questions from the community about electric bicycles and 
scooters and what the rules of the road are.  Here is a snapshot from King County Target Zero 
Coalition’s new E-Mobility Brochure which helps explain the state laws, rules and regulations. 
This can be different from city to city too as jurisdictions create their own laws around the 
safety and use of these devices. We have been seeing an increase in serious injuries and event 
fatalities while using these devices across King County, so we wanted to share some 
information to help guide decisions and discussions. We have posted the entire brochure on 
our Kent PD website:  E-Mobility Brochure 
 

 

 
Washington State’s Blue Envelope Program 
The Blue Envelope Program helps neurodivergent drivers and police officers understand each 
other better during traffic stops. It is a voluntary program that provides a blue envelope that 
holds essential documents such as registration and insurance. During the stop, the driver or 
that passenger can hand the officer the blue envelope, letting the officer know that a different 
communication approach may be more helpful. There is information written on the envelope 
for both the driver and the first responder. To learn more about the Blue Envelope Program 
visit Blue envelope program | Washington State Department of Licensing. 

https://www.kentwa.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/25171/639155566871946354
https://dol.wa.gov/driver-licenses-and-permits/blue-envelope-program


 
 
Coalition Corner - Creating a Mental Health Toolkit for Teens 
Last week, we got to hang out with 16 amazing students at our teen academy! This year 
students were put into 4 squads and had to solve a mock crime over the four days of the 
academy. To help with their investigation, the students learned about report writing, crime 
scene investigations, interviewing witnesses and more. One of our detectives took the students 
through a crime scene he had to investigate and walked them through everything he had to do. 
Our crime scene investigators took the students out to collect evidence from their crime scene, 
taught them how to look at video and analyze where the victims were situated. Students also 
learned about combat first aid, drones, SWAT, and the job of a prosecutor and had the 
opportunity to use our virtual reality training program our officer’s use. We even had a visit 
from DEA with their helicopter, always a fan favorite. At the end of the academy, each squad 
put together a presentation of their findings. They were all spectacular and the audience 
included Chief Padilla and the students’ families. It was standing room only! Chief Padilla also 
presented students with a graduation certificate, along with a Chief’s coin. We are already 
looking forward to next year. 

 
 



 

Kent PD Events and Information 
There are a lot of upcoming meetings and community events headed to Kent. Get these on your 
calendar!  
 
National Night Out 2026 

The moment you have all been waiting for!  National Night 
Out 2026 registration is open!  Please join us on Tuesday, 
August 4th for National Night Out! It is our biggest and most 
loved event of the year! Neighbors get together to have 
some fun talking to new and old neighbors, eating, playing 
games and meeting visitors from the City of 
Kent.  Coordinators just need to find a neighborhood park, 
cul de sac, yard, driveway…whatever will work as a gathering 
spot, coordinate food (potluck, food trucks, desserts) and 
entertainment/games (all of this is totally optional). The next 
thing to do is invite all the neighbors.  

 
Before this all happens, coordinators should register with us so we know your event is 
happening and we will be sure to schedule visitors from police, the Mayor’s office and other 
city departments to stop by and visit your NNO event. Go to www.kentwa.gov/nno and 
registration will be open until Friday, July 31st.  
 
Kent Cornucopia Days 
Don’t forget to stop by our Kent PD booth at Kent Cornucopia Days July 10, 11, 12.  
We will have some great swag for everyone! We will be located at 2nd Ave between Meeker and 
Gowe with Puget Sound Fire Authority. Always a great time to chat with us, see what upcoming 
events we have, take a look at a patrol car and possibly the SWAT vehicle!  
 

 
Stay Connected 
You can find out more information about these programs and events by visiting our website at 
www.kentwa.gov/police and click on “Community Education” on the left tool bar.   
  
We are also very active on social media so be sure to follow us:  
  
Facebook              https://www.facebook.com/kentpolicedepartment 
Instagram            @kentpolicewa 
Twitter                 @kentpd 
   
Community Education Contacts 
Valley/West Hill:  Sara Hallstead  shallstead@kentwa.gov  253-856-5856 
 East Hill: Stacy Judd sjudd@kentwa.gov  253-856-5883 

http://www.kentwa.gov/nno
http://www.kentwa.gov/police
https://www.facebook.com/kentpolicedepartment
mailto:shallstead@kentwa.gov
mailto:sjudd@kentwa.gov

