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BAGS
WHICH CARRYOUT BAGS ARE ALLOWED?

Large durable bags made of paper or
plastic. The bags must contain at least
40% post-consumer recycled content
and display the percentage of recycled
content. Paper carryout bags must have a
capacity of at least 1/8 barrel or 882 cubic
inches, and plastic carryout bags must

be at least 2.25 mils thick. Plastic carryout
bags must also display wording that they
are reusable.

WHAT ABOUT SMALL PAPER BAGS?
Small paper bags (less than 1/8 barrel
or 882 cubic inches) can be distributed
at checkout without a fee, but the bags
must contain at least 40% post-consumer
recycled paper.

CAN RESTAURANTS PROVIDE THIN, SINGLE-USE

PLASTIC BAGS FOR TAKEQUT FOOD?
Yes. To protect public health and
safety, restaurants or grocery delis may
provide these bags at no cost to cover
unwrapped food.
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The Kent City Council adopted an ordinance banning
single-use plastic bags at checkout and placing an 8¢
fee on all large paper and reusable plastic carryout
bags. Retailers will keep the fees and display them on
customer receipts.

WHICH RETAILERS WILL BE AFFECTED?

FEES

WHICH BAGS ARE SUBJECT TO THE 8C FEE?

Large paper carryout bags (1/8 barrel or
882 cubic inches) and durable plastic bags
at least 2.25 mils thick.

WHO RECEIVES THE FEES?
Retailers will keep the 8¢ fees to offset the

costs of purchasing reusable carryout bags.

WHICH BAGS ARE NOT AFFECTED BY THE FEE?

Paper or plastic bags used for

« bulk items (produce, grains, small
hardware items, etc.)

- damp items (frozen foods, meat,
flowers, etc.)

- unwrapped prepared foods or
bakery goods

- prescription medicine
- newspapers or dry cleaning

- protecting purchased items from
damaging or contaminating
other items

WHAT ABOUT OTHER REUSABLE BAGS AVAILABLE

FOR PURCHASE?

The carryout bag fee does not apply to
other reusable bags, such as canvas totes.

For more information, visit KentWA.gov/BringYourOwnBag.

Any retailer that provides products to customers in carryout
bags. This includes retail stores, home delivery services, vendors
at farmers markets or festivals, and restaurants that sell pre-
packaged items (such as spice mixes).

IMPLEMENTATION
HOW WILL KENT ASSIST RETAILERS?

Retailers can download or request signage,
such as posters or till toppers, at
KentWA.gov/BringYourOwnBag or call
253-856-5589 to request in-store visits.

WHAT ARE THE PENALTIES FOR NOT COMPLYING?
Retailers that violate the ordinance may
be issued a class 1 civil infraction, but the
focus will be on helping businesses and
customers transition to the ordinance.

EXEMPTIONS
ARE ANY BUSINESSES EXEMPT?

Yes. Food banks and other food assistance
programs are exempt. Other retailers may
request a one-year exemption from Kent's
Public Works Director if the ordinance would
cause undue hardship.

HOW WILL THE FEE IMPACT LOW-INCOME
CUSTOMERS?

Customers will not be charged for carryout
bags if they use a voucher or electronic
benefits card issued under food assistance
programs such as FAP, SNAP (Basic Food),
TANF, or WIC.
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